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him with them in his infancy to Pavia, in Italy, whither they removed> and*
the saint had his education in that city. His father was an officer in the
army. Our saint from his infancy seemed animated with the spirit of God,
and to have no relish for anything but for his service, though his parents
were idolaters. At ten years of age he made his way to the church against
the will of his parents, and desired to be enrolled amongst the catechumens.
His request was granted, and he assisted as often as possible at the in-
structions that were given to such at the church; by which he conceived
so ardent a love of God that at twelve years of age he was for retiring into
the desert, and would have done it had not the tenderness of his age
hindered him. His heart, however, was always set upon the church and
monasteries. An imperial order being issued to oblige the sons of veteran
officers and soldiers to bear arms, the saint's own father, who very much
desired that his son should follow that profession, discovered him, and at
fifteen years of age he was entered in the cavalry. He contented himself
with one servant, and him he treated as if he were his equal; they ate
together, and the master frequently performed for him the lowest offices.
All the time he remained in the army he kept himself free from those
vices which too frequently sully and degrade that profession and, by his
virtue, goodness, and charity, gained the love and esteem of all his com-
panions. He was humble and patient above what human nature seemed
capable of, though he was not yet baptized. He comforted all those that
suffered affliction and relieved the distressed, reserving to himself out of
his pay only what was sufficient for his daily support

Of his compassion and charity St Sulpicius has recorded the following
illustrious example. One day, in the midst of a very hard winter and severe
frost, when many perished with cold, as he was marching with other officers
and soldiers, he met at the gate of the city of Amiens a poor man, almost
naked, trembling and shaking for cold, and begging alms of those that
passed by. Martin, seeing those that went before him take no notice of
this miserable object, thought he was reserved for himself. By his charities
to others he had nothing left but his arms and clothes upon his back;
when, drawing his sword, he cut his cloak in two pieces, gave one to the
beggar, and wrapped himself in the other half. Some of the bystanders
laughed at the figure he made in that dress, whilst others were ashamed
not to have relieved the poor man. In the following night St Martin
saw in his sleep Jesus Christ dressed in that half of the garment which he
had given away, and was bid to look at it well and asked whether he knew
it. He then heard Jesus say, " Martin, yet a catechumen, has clothed me
with this garment/' This vision inspired the saint with fresh ardour, and
determined him speedily to receive baptism, which he did in the eighteenth
year of his age, but still continued almost two years in the army at the
request of his tribune, with whom he lived in the most intimate friendship,